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SUBJECT: NGO CONFERENCE ON DISCRIMINATION AGAINST 
INDIGENOUS POPULATIONS 

REF: (A) GASTON-SHAPIRO/HEWITT TELCON 9/23, (B) GENEVA 8164, 

1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF STATEMENT (DISCUSSED TELECON) 

U.S. HAD PLANNED TO GIVE DURING FINAL PLENARY OF SUBJECT 
CONFERENCE. 

QUOTE: COVER SHEET TO U.S. STATEMENT TO NGO CONFERENCE ON 
DISCRIMINATION AGAINST INDIGENOUS POPULATIONS: 

THE ATTACHED STATEMENT WAS PREPARED FOR DELIVERY 
AT THE FINAL PLENARY OF THE NGO CONFERENCE ON DISCRIMINA- 
TION AGAINST INDIGENOUS POPULATIONS- 1977-IN THE AMERICAS. 

THE CHAIRMAN OF THE SPECIAL NGO SUB-COMMITTEE ON HUMAN 
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RIGHTS NOTIFIED THE UNITED STATES GUEST DELEGATION ON 
SEPTEMBER 22 THAT IT WOULD NOT BE PERMITTED TO MAKE A 
STATEMENT AT THE FINAL PLENARY. ALTHOUGH THE STEERING 
COMMITTEE OF THE CONFERENCE LATER REVERSED THIS DECISION. 

THE UNITED STATES DELEGATION WAS NOT INFORMED OF THIS 
CHANGE IN SUFFICIENT TIME TO DELIVER THE STATEMENT AT 
THE PLENARY SESSION. IT IS THEREFORE NOW SUBMITTED FOR 
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THE WRITTEN RECORD. 

U.S. STATEMENT TO NGO CONFERENCE ON DISCRIMINATION 
AGAINST INDIGENOUS POPULATIONS: 

THE UNITED STATES' GUESTS TO THE INTERNATIONAL NGO CON 
FERENCE ON DISCRIMINATION AGAINST INDIGENOUS POPULATIONS 
IN THE AMERICAS- 1977 HAVE LISTENED WITH GREAT INTEREST 
TO THE DISCUSSIONS WHICH HAVE TAKEN PLACE IN THESE MEETINGS 
THE LAST FOUR DAYS. WE ARE PLEASED THAT THE ORIGINAL 
PEOPLE OF OUR COUNTRY HAVE GATHERED HERE IN GENEVA TO DIS 
CUSS THESE MATTERS OF VITAL IMPORTANCE TO HUMAN RIGHTS. 

WE ARE WARMED BY THE INITIATIVE YOU HAVE SHOWN IN CARRYING 
YOUR CONCERNS TO THIS FORUM. THIS KIND OF DIALOGUE CAN 
ONLY HAPPEN IN OPEN SOCIEITIES, SOCIETIES THAT ARE NOT 
AFRAID TO LEARN FROM PAST MISTAKES. 

AS YOU KNOW, PRESIDENT CARTER INSISTS THAT THE UNITED 
STATES WILL DISCUSS HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS WHEREVER THEY 
OCCUR. IT WOULD BE USELESS AND, MOREOVER, A DISSERVICE TO 
GLOSS OVER THE INJUSTICES SUFFERED BY NATIVE PEOPLES IN 
THE UNITED STATES, AS WELL AS BY OTHER ETHNIC GROUPS. 
AMBASSADOR ANDREW YOUNG HAS POSITIVELY SUPPORTED THE UNITED 
STATES' PARTICIPATION HERE WITH YOU OUT OF HIS CONVICTION 
THAT VIGOROUS EFFORTS MUST BE MADE TO ELIMINATE GRIEVANCES 
AT HOME AS WELL AS ABROAD. WHILE REJECTING HYPERBOLE, THE 
UNITED STATES REMAINS CONCERNED ABOUT AND IS SENSITIVE TO 
ANY SERIOUS CHARGES OF HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES COMMITTED 
AGAINST UNITED STATES CITIZENS. IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
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PRESIDENT CARTER'S STATEMENTS ON OUR HUMAN RIGHTS POLICIES, 

THE UNITED STATES WILL INVESTIGATE ANY SERIOUS CHARGES 
PRESENTED AND TAKE CORRECTIVE ACTIONS WHICH PROVE 
NECESSARY. 

IT IS FITTING THAT WE MEET TOGETHER AT THIS TIME IN 
SOLEMN RECOGNITION THAT THIS WEEK WE SHOULD OBSERVE THE 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE DEATHS OF TWO COURAGEOUS INDIAN MEN: 

CHIEF JOSEPH OF THE NEZ PERCE AND RICHARD OAKS OF 
THE AKWESASNE MOHAWK NATION. 

THE NEW ADMINISTRATION INTENDS TO LEARN FROM THE PAST. 
THEREFORE, IT IS COMMITTED TO HEARING THE TRUTH FROM THE 
VOICES OF THE NATIVE PEOPLES THEMSELVES. AN IMPORTANT 
STEP IN THAT DIRECTION HAS BEEN THE AMERICAN INDIAN POLICY 
REVIEW COMMISSION’S TWO-YEAR STUDY OF PRESENT CONDITIONS. 
MUCH THAT IS WORTHWHILE HAS COME FROM THIS INVESTIGATION. 

IN FACT, PERHAPS THE SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT ASPECT OF THIS 
INVESTIGATION IS THAT IT AUTHENTICALLY REPRESENTS THE 
VOICES OF INDIAN PEOPLE. THE NEXT STEP WILL BE FOR US 
TO CAREFULLY CONSIDER THE RECOMMENDATIONS COMING FROM THIS 
CONFERENCE HERE IN GENEVA. 

WE SHARE THE CONCERN OF THE NATIVE PEOPLE OVER THE QUES- 
TION OF STERILIZATION OF INDIAN WOMEN. WE WELCOME THE 
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FORTHCOMING INVESTIGATIONS OF THE U.S. COMMISSION ON CIVIL 
RIGHTS AND THE GENERAL ACCOUNTNG OFFICE AS CONSTRUCTIVE 
PRELIMINARY STEPS TOWARDS THE RESOLUTION OF THE PROBLEM. 

AS AN OPEN SOCIETY WE WELCOME INVESTIGATIONS THAT WILL 
AID US IN ENFORCING THE U.S. POLICY AGAINST STERILIZATION 
WITHOUT INFORMED CONSENT. HOWEVER, THE UNITED STATES 
CATEGORICALLY REJECTS THE CHARGES OF GENOCIDE WHICH IS 
DEFINED IN ARTICLE II OF THE CONVENTON ON THE PREVENTION 
AND PUNISHMENT OF THE CRIME OF GENOCIDE AS "ACTS COMMITTED 
WITH THE INTENT TO DESTROY" A GROUP. 

THE QUESTION OF PRISON SYSTEMS AND PROCESSES IS OF GREAT 
CONCERN TO THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OFJUSTICE AND TO ALL 
AMERICANS. SPECIFIC ISSUES REQUIRING SPECIAL ATTENTION 
RELATE PARTICULARLY TO THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM AND TO 
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THOSE WHO ARE INCARCERATED. 

WE APPRECIATE THE OPPORTUNITY NOW BEFORE US TO DEVELOP 
A UNIQUE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND THE 
NATIVE GOVERNMENTS AND GROUPS WITHIN OUR OWN GEOGRAPHICAL 
BORDERS. THE DECISIONS BEING ENTERED INTO IN RELATIONSHIP 
TO THE NATIVE PEOPLE IN THE STATE OF MAINE SIGNAL A NEW 
KIND OF RELATIONSHIP IN THE MAKING: THE CARTER ADMINISTRA- 
TION HAS REQUESTED THAT THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT REPRESENT 
THE EFFORTS OF THE INDIAN PEOPLE IN THEIR OVERDUE CLAIMS IN 
THAT REGION. 

WE ARE ENCOURAGED BY THE POSSIBILITYOF THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF AN INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES OF 
THE AMERICAS-ONE THAT WOULD GO BEYOND THE BORDERS OF 
THE U.S., TO INCLUDE ALL OF THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE. 

THE UNITED STATES AND THE NATIVE PEOPLE OF OUR COUNTRY 
SHARE A COMMON SPIRITUAL AND GOVERNMENTAL ORIGIN BY THE 
FACT THAT WE HAVE BASED OUR CONSTITUTION UPON THE GOVERN- 
MENTAL EXAMPLE DESIGNED BY THE ANCIENT LEAGUE OF THE 
IROQUOIS. AS ACKNOWLEDGED BY BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 

WE HAVE HEARD IT SAID OVER THE PAST FEW DAYS THAT SPIRI- 
TUALITY IN GOVERNMENT IS THE INDIAN "WAY". A REVERENCE 
FOR NATURE AND THE WORLD OF THE SPIRIT SHOULD BE AN INTE- 
GRAL PART OF ALL GOVERNMENTS. WE LOOK FORWARD TO THE DAY 
WHEN AN ETHICAL, MORAL AND SPIRITUAL REGENERATION EVERY- 
WHERE IN THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE WORLD HAS BEEN ACHIEVED. 

THE U.S. ADMINISTRATION IS COMMITTED TO CONTINUING THE 
POLICY OF INDIAN SELF-DETERMINATION UNDER THE RECENT 
INDIAN SELF-DETERMINATION AND EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT 
(P.L. 93-638). AS SECRETARY OF STATE VANCE HAS INDICATED, 

THE U.S. DOES NOT CLAIM PERFECTION AND IS ANXIOUS TO FURTHER 
THE ACHIEVEMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE UNITED STATES. 

THE SPECIAL DIFFICULTIES AND PROBLEMS INVOLVED IN THE 
PRESERVATION OF TRADITIONAL CULTURES WITHIN 
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MODERNIZING SOCIEITIES ARE SHARED BY INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 
THE WORLD OVER. THESE CANNOT BE MINIMIZED. THE STATUS 
OF INDIGENOUS POPULATIONS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD IS NOW 
BEING STUDIED BY A SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR FOR THE U„ SUB 
COMMISSION ON PREVENTION OF DISCRIMINATION AND PROTECTION 
OF MINORITIES. THE UNITED STATES HOPES THAT THIS WILL 
ENGENDER WIDER UNDERSTANDING OF AND SUGGEST CREATIVE WAYS 
OF AMELIORATING THE SPECIAL PROBLEMS OF THE INDIGENOUS 
PEOPLES OF THE WORLD. 

AS PRESIDENT CARTER RECENTLY WROTE: 

"THE STRUGGLE GOES ON HERE AT HOME...IN THE LONG 
RUN, I AM OPTIMISTIC. CHANGES WILL NOT COME QUICKLY. 

BUT THEY WILL SURELY COME. HISTORY MOVES SLOWLY AND 
FITFULLY; BUT AS LONG AS WE ARE TRUE TO OURSELVES, 

HISTORY, WHERE HUMAN RIGHTS ARE CONCERNED, IS ON OUR SIDE.” 
UNQUOTE VANDEN HEUVEL 

UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 
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